From the TSSAA Handbook, Pages 23-24
Article II Eligibility

Section 26: Athletes Participating in Unified Sports

To be eligible to participate as a Special Olympics Athlete in Unified Sports the student must be enrolled
and in regular attendance at the member school unless participating as a part of an approved cooperative
program. All other eligibility rules do not apply to a Special Olympics Athlete in Unified Sports. Special
Olympics Athletes must complete the Special Olympics of Tennessee pre-participation medical and
parental release form prior to practicing or competing. The student must be identified by an agency or
professional as having one of the following conditions: intellectual disabilities, cognitive delays as
measured by formal assessment, or significant learning or vocational problems due to cognitive delay that
require or have required specially designed instruction.

Unified Partners must meet all TSSAA eligibility requirements. They are not eligible to participate in the
TSSAA postseason at the state level for the sanctioned sport in which they are participating in the Unified
competition.

All Special Olympics Athletes and Unified Partners must be registered through the TSSAA Eligibility
Portal.



